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I am glad to provide an update on our local development projects. Like many
things involving government, it takes time but happily progress has been
steady with the community involved every step of the way!
The approval process for the Liberty Condominium Development included $2
million for our community. Over the past few years, local residents associations, the Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) and Ward One South
Thornhill Residents Inc. (WOSTRI), held a number of public meetings, in collaboration with Councillor Valerie Burke, to solicit ideas on how to use these
funds for our community. A short list of the final amenities was then created.
The residents chose four venues; a splash pad, a band shell, an outdoor ice
rink, and a skateboard park. For the past six months, a committee of local residents is engaged in design workshops with City Planners, a landscape architect firm and Councillor Burke. Included are discussions of the feasibility, implementation, phasing, funding; infrastructure requirements and related park
landscaping improvements are also being
considered.

www.thornhillgara.com

Both young families and grandparents of
our local children have expressed strong
interest in a splash pad. We anticipate that
this facility will be located in Proctor Park.
Imagine yourself with your picnic basket
and the kids splashing about on a hot day.
For the band shell, we are partnering with the Thornhill Community Band to
provide free concerts on selected evenings in Grandview Park. In addition to
other musical groups, we also plan to offer theatre and movies. Henderson
Avenue Public School will be able to use it as an outdoor educational facility
for student concerts, plays, etc.
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The outdoor ice rink with a refrigerated concrete foundation will serve as a
skateboard park during non-winter months. The refrigerated foundation will
make it easier to maintain ice quality throughout the winter. We think it’s
pretty cool (pun intended). The skateboard park will share the same foundation and include removable ramps. Creative minds are at work here, including
some youthful experts to make sure it’s awesome!
Permanent washrooms, which the community has wanted for years, will be
included in Grandview Park.
In addition, the list includes a 5th and 6th project; a contribution towards play
equipment for EJ Sands Public School and a mural on the southwest corner of
the CN Bridge at Henderson and Proctor (see pg. 5 for more details).
Continued on Page 2
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Transportation of Dangerous Goods
The Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) has written to the City of Markham expressing
our concerns about rail transportation safety. A major CN line runs through our neighbourhood but
we lack information on what travels through it. Across the country, municipalities have become
more concerned about this since the 2013 Lac-Megantic disaster. Transport Canada requires railroad companies provide information annually, in aggregate form, to emergency planning personnel
on the volume and nature of dangerous goods that were transported through their municipalities.
This information is to remain confidential. Some experts, mayors and fire chiefs, have expressed the
views that this is not adequate. They argue that the railroads should be required to provide information ahead of time on which dangerous goods are rolling along local lines. They also point out
that the public should be given at least some information to enable them to better plan their own
emergency procedures.
As result of a meeting with Councillor Alan Shefman of Vaughan and Councillor Godwin Chan of
Richmond Hill, Thornhill’s Councillor Valerie Burke put forward a motion to Development Services
Committee on May 5th. GARA presented a deputation in support of the motion which was then
passed on Wednesday, May 13th by Markham Council.
The motion calls on the Federal Government to require that rail cars transporting dangerous goods
be routed outside of densely populated areas, such as the City of Markham; and, that timetables requiring improved safety features of rail cars be significantly reduced; and, that information on the
goods being transported through municipalities in Canada be provided on a more timely and fulsome basis allowing emergency preparedness staff to be able to better respond to an accident.
The GARA executive fully endorses Councillor Burke’s motion and encourages her colleagues on
Council to continue to support these important measures.

Continued from Page 1…….GARA Report: Exciting Developments
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The students at E.J. Sands P.S. lost their entire playground in the 2005 Thornhill flood. Children there
are growing up without any playground equipment. Enough.
We brokered a deal so that funding would come from Section
37 funds, York Region District School Board and E.J. Sands
School Council. Installation is expected during this summer
break. That’s community spirit in action!
A community meeting will be held prior to finalizing all plans
related to the four projects in Grandview and Proctor Parks,
following which, staff will report back to Markham Council for
final approval.
We must thank the following residents for representing our interests on these fabulous projects: George Papadatos, Gail
Maclennan, Cecilia Paz, Amanda Eason, Steve Tschipper
and Brian Forrester along with our student representatives
Jordan Jedig and Mackenzie Snowden.
These venues represent the breadth of demographics, interests,
and needs of our residents and will add significant social and recreational value to our area. We look
forward to breaking ground in 2016!
Ricardo Mashregi, GARA Chair
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A Backup Generator??
Thinking about a backup generator? The ice storm of 2013 and the prolonged
blackout of 2003 have many of us wondering about just that. I want to share
what I have learned as I began my research and chatted with people who have
already installed a system.
The first decision is how much power do you require? This can range from
enough to bring a few extension cords into the house to being able to power absolutely everything you normally do. Calculating this seems like a daunting task,
however websites such as this from Home Depot is a good starting place.
Two types of home generators are available; gasoline driven, portable machines
and fully automatic standby units powered by natural gas. Both types come in
various sizes and have advantages and disadvantages. This chart helped me begin

Approximate
Cost
Fuel Options
Installation
Maintenance

Flexibility
Ease of Use

Automatic Standby

Portable Backup

$2,600 (8kW) - 4,600(22kW)
Plus installation cost which will vary
Typically Natural Gas
Gas service, connection, changes to home
wiring and a pad (professional installation).
Virtually none for homeowner
Generator usually performs weekly test
cycle to ensure operation during an outage.
Requires periodic service for engine (oil
change, air filter, etc)

$350(1800W) -$1,500(8kW)
Plus cost to install a transfer switch if necessary
Gas or Diesel
Ranges from no additional cost to adding a transfer
switch to home wiring (professional installation).

None
Starts automatically
Some even have Smartphone Apps to control/monitor the generator remotely

Gasoline must be safely stored on property (100
liters would give about 160 hours of power)
Stored gasoline must be replaced every 3 - 6
months.
Must be started and run every month for 15 minutes
Units over 7kW usually have a starter and battery
that must be charged periodically
Can be used elsewhere
Requires indoor storage
Must be moved to safe outdoor location to be operated.
User must either connect extension cords direct to
appliances or to a power inlet box that connects to
a transfer switch.
Refueling required about every 10-12 hours

What’s a transfer switch? I’ve learned it closes off the utility power line to your electrical system during an outage and opens a line to your generator, then reverses the process when grid power is restored. These switches prevent connecting the generator directly to the grid potentially killing a utility line worker. They are required by law for generator installations that connect directly into your
household wiring and must be installed by a qualified electrician and inspected by the ESA (electrical
safety authority).
Sometimes the decisions are the hardest part. Now it’s time to actually face up to the big choice. Will
we go ahead on this project or should we stock up on candles and gamble that we won’t be sitting too
long in the dark wishing we had? Agh, decisions, decisions!!
Corie Bonnaffon
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Coming to a Street Near You!
The idea is wonderfully simple! Get a wooden box, many look like
bird houses, mount it on your lawn and share books with your
neighbours. The books are free, there to be borrowed, read, perhaps returned or exchanged for something else. In fact, that simple notion has become an international movement. Artists in
New York City held a competition to design the boxes, inmates in
a Wisconsin prison are constructing them and Rotary clubs as far
away as Mauritius and Ghana are installing them in their areas.
Real estate agents report that a Little Free Library can encourage
people to buy a home in the surrounding neighbourhood because
it signals the kind of community-oriented place they are looking
for. Residents in areas devastated by Hurricane Sandy installed
libraries so that when nothing else worked they would have
books to read. Scientists in Antarctica want to build one in their
airport.
A number of residents have decided that our neighbourhood will
be the perfect place to carry on the tradition and have offered to
host the libraries. We have the books. We have the lawns. What
we need now is someone handy to help us build the structures.
If you can help, please contact Ricardo Mashregi at rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543.
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GARA Executive 2014-2015

Clockwise from the left Past Chair: Marilyn Ginsburg; Membership & Special Events: Rhonda Duma;
Secretary: Loreena Pattanaik; Webmaster/Editor: Corie Bonnaffon; Chair : Ricardo Mashregi; Volunteer
Coordinaor: Peter Bernotas; Committee of Adjustments: Tarun Dewan ; Youth Representitive: Vincent Mak ;
Treasurer: Majda Ambrozic
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Henderson Bridge Phase II – Henderson Ave and Proctor Ave
The City of Markham’s Operations Department, working in conjunction with the Public Art Coordinator in
the Culture Department, has developed the much anticipated Phase II of the Henderson Bridge Mural Project.
Local artist and high school art teacher, James Ruddle, has created a concept and design that will be painted
directly onto the concrete bridge embankment. The mural will cover the entire 3,000 square foot face of the
south-west portion of the underpass and will depict a transitional landscape shifting from natural to contemporary built environments.
Working with students from Bill Crothers, Thornlea
and Thornhill Secondary Schools Ruddle will not
only oversee the creation of the mural but will be
mentoring young people, teaching them techniques
required in large-scale projects, and how artworks
function in public spaces. He carefully considered
site, history and context so that the new work combines the historical tradition of the Group of Seven
and mural painting, creating a dialogue between the
Group of Seven and the creative expressions of artists and youth.
Work is expected to begin in mid-July and to take approximately 4-6 weeks to complete, weather permitting.
Moe Hosseini-Ara
Director of Culture, City of Markham

Good to Know—By-laws You’ve Asked Us About
Parking is not allowed on City streets from 2:30 AM to 6:00 AM. An exemption — temporary
parking permission—is granted if residents are having driveway repairs done or visitors who
need overnight parking. Call the Parking Control Office at the number below, to request up to 5
exemptions each year, or to leave a complaint regarding vehicles parked illegally on City streets.
At night, leave a message; the officer will not call back but will respond to the need or complaint.
Property owners must apply for a permit before injuring or destroying any tree in Markham with
a trunk diameter of 20 cm (about 8 inches) or more, measured at 1.37 meters (about 54 inches)
above the ground at the base of the tree. Anyone found guilty of contravening the bylaw will be
subject to fines ranging from $500—$100, 000.
All garbage, including yard waste, must be at your curb for collection
by 7:00 am on your collection day; but not earlier than 7:00 pm the
day before.
When in doubt, check it out! Help is available 24/7. For more information call M-F, 9am-5pm 905-477-7000 or email customerservice@markham.ca. After hours and weekends contact 905-477-7000
ex.2050 and leave a messages which will be responded to.
Not under city jurisdiction but also useful to know: Canada Post is responsible for the general
upkeep, litter control and snow clearing of all mailboxes and their immediate surrounding area.
Please direct all related issues to Canada Post at 1-800-267-1177.
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Message From Our Councillor
Dear Residents,
During the Spring/Summer season, our office receives numerous calls related to property
standards. Residents want to ensure that our neighbourhoods continue to be attractive,
healthy and a safe place to live. Keeping our community beautiful is everyone’s responsibility. The “Keep Markham Beautiful Maintenance” By-law sets out the minimum standards to ensure that both owned and rented dwellings are properly maintained. Here are
some helpful tips:
Exterior yard around every home must be kept neat and tidy, and free of garbage.
Grass must be trimmed to grow no higher than 15 cm (6”). Trees and bushes must also be
kept trimmed and tidy.
Inoperable vehicles, such as cars, trucks or motorcycles can’t be stored on a driveway.
Exterior lights should not shine directly into neighbouring properties and are kept within the
boundaries of property. In addition, the Noise By-law regulates noise from construction, prohibiting any activities between 7pm – 7 am and all day Sunday and holidays.
If you have an issue regarding municipal services, programs and general inquires (By-law complaints, garbage pick-up, graffiti, property standards) please contact the City at 905-477-5530 or
customerservice@markham.ca . The Contact Centre is the City’s centralized customer service
centre. Your questions are answered promptly by knowledgeable and caring customer service
staff. If further action is required, your request is forwarded to the appropriate department for a
resolution.
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As always, please feel free to contact me at 905-479-7747 or vburke@markham.ca . Let me know
if you wish to be added to my email distribution list to receive monthly updates.
Sincerely,

Valerie Burke Ward 1 Councillor, Thornhill

Do you Need Space to Garden?
“The City of Markham has a Community Sustainability Plan, the Greenprint, that has medium to long

term goals for the next 50-100 years. Out of the 12 priorities defined in the plan, Food Security is one of
them. Safe, accessible, culturally appropriate and local foods are all goals of the Greenprint. The building of community gardens has been endorsed by the Council at the City of Markham to ensure residents
have healthy and sustainable access to good food! The Sustainability Office at the City of Markham is
committed to help you build a successful community garden!”
GARA would like to hear from you. There is a possibility of creating a
community garden across the ravine in Proctor Park. Let us know
your thoughts.
https://www.google.ca/maps/@43.8070359,-79.4066685,195m/
data=!3m1!1e3
Please respond at garamail@yahoo.ca

Carbon Restaurant
Home−made Burger & Fries
$5.99
126−4 Clark Ave East
Thornhill, ON L3T 1S9
905−762−8825
www.carbonbarandgrill.com

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.

Our Mission
The Grandview Area Residents Association is a volunteer-based membership organization that acts as
an advocate to protect and enhance the experience of residents within the community.





Our Roles and Responsibilities
To have a balanced understanding of issues based on the spectrum of views within the
neighbourhood
To represent members and the greater community in a respectful manner on all issues
To support communication and awareness of local concerns
To act for the community in its dealings with all levels of government

Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail on the form below:
E-mail – garamail@yahoo.ca
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543
Or go to our NEW WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos
and other GARA information. Available in 60+ languages – from Albanian to Zulu!! Try out
the on-line translator.
Join GARA or renew your membership and be part of the important work it does.



Now you can renew or join on line.
Click the Join Us link at www.thornhillgara.com

GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN
CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN MY COMMUNITY.
Please check off the applicable box:
Date:___________________

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date
with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA)

Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and
responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters
Organizing Social Events
Lobbying Markham Council
Park and Woods Maintenance
Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, Safety and Security, etc.)

Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this
application, along with your payment, to:
Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

