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Part of the pleasure of living in our neighbourhood is seeing the
efforts, large and small, constantly being made to protect and improve our lives . This issue of GARA News highlights many of
those initiatives. In some cases they are projects completed and
others, such as concerns regarding traffic and railway expansion
are being actively addressed by local volunteers working tirelessly to protect and improve our neighbourhood.

www.thornhillgara.com

Especially for the residents affected all summer, the good news is
the last stage of their sewer upgrading has begun . It is the beginning of the end! Road reconstruction is underway and weather
permitting will be completed by mid December, well ahead of the
original schedule. The City’s engineer in charge of the project attributed much of this success to the extremely dry weather as
well as the cooperativeness and patience of the residents involved. Hopefully they will enjoy dry basements for many years
to come.

The Extension of the Yonge Street Subway:
What are Metrolinx’s Transportation Plans for our Area?
What are GARA’s concerns regarding railway traffic
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More Trains, More Freight Traffic?
What you need to know about The Missing Link
The Missing Link Report is a proposal by the Cities of Cambridge, Milton, Mississauga, and Toronto to divert rail freight traffic to the south end
of Markham and Vaughan, including Thornhill,
Scarborough and Pickering on what's known as
the CN York Subdivision.
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The report glowingly points out that the diversion will allow much improved GO train service
for the western part of the GTA and remove the
dangers of freight traffic to homes in mid-town
Toronto. It is, however, utterly silent on the potential added risks to communities such as ours
which would see vastly increased traffic including
trains carrying explosive, toxic and dangerous
freight. Many of us are already concerned about
the current noise levels and the risks in case of an
accident; it is difficult to imagine the impact of
these proposals. More detailed information about
the proposals including maps, the original report
and the political responses are on GARA’s website. GARA Executive members will also be available to discuss concerns at the Annual General
Meeting on November 17th,
The city of Markham Council has passed a resolution and written to the federal government clarifying that they do not support the proposals and
demanding they be consulted in on-going feasibility studies.

What is GARA doing about this proposal?
The executive has decided that this must be a priority. We are working intensely to build a coalition of
Residents Associations and lobby our elected representatives across the region in order to ensure
that these plans are re-examined with a full study
and community consultations of the potential damage to affected neighbourhoods such as ours.

Discussing a derailment in mid town
Toronto a Toronto Star editorial
champions the Link:
The incident serves to underline a
compelling need to find alternate routes for
shipping dangerous goods, detouring such
material around densely populated areas.
Several Toronto city councilors and Mayor
John Tory signed a letter to Garneau
earlier this year urging consideration of
substitute routes that would mitigate risk of
a catastrophe.
Councillor Josh Matlow has suggested that
CP work with the Canadian National
Railway to run its dangerous freight on CN
lines north of the city. This seems a
reasonable approach and federal officials
would do well to encourage such
cooperation.

Toronto Star 22/08/2016
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What Can You Do?
Your help is crucial.
Sign the online petition at http://bit.ly/2ds6xTB or Google Public Transparency 4 Freight Trains
Talk to your neighbours about the issues and encourage them to be involved
Write and/or Call:
Peter Kent, MP- PC at peter.kent.c1@parl.gc.ca or 905-886-1426
Gila Martow, MPP-PC at gila.martow@pc.ola.org or 905-731-8462

Markham Council’s Letter to the Prime Minister
Dear Mr. Trudeau:
This will confirm that at a meeting held on March 1, 2016, Council of the City of Markham adopted the following
resolution:
"1) That Metrolinx be advised that rerouting of freight rail traffic through the City of Markham is not supported by
Markham Council; and,
2) That Metrolinx be requested to consult directly with the City of Markham on the IBI Group Feasibility Study
before any further detailed studies are carried out; and,
3) That staff report back to the Development Services Committee as any further information becomes available; and,
4) That the City of Markham strongly objects to the addition of rerouting additional
freight rail traffic through our community, and further, that the Prime Minister, The Premier, Federal and
Provincial Transportation Ministers, local MPs and MPPs, Region of York, the Cities of Cambridge, Mississauga,
Toronto and Vaughan, the Towns of Milton and Richmond Hill, Metrolinx, CN Rail and CP Rail, be so advised; and
further.
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You asked us — so we asked the experts
What to do if you’ve found a sick or injured wild animal
If you have found a sick or injured ADULT wild animal in need of help, call the
Wildlife Hotline at (416) 631-0662 and follow the appropriate prompts to leave a
message. They will return emergency calls between 9AM and 6PM. Messages left
after 6PM will be returned the following morning. Their website also contain
valuable information about what to do. https://www.torontowildlifecentre.com/
What to do if you have a racoon problem
A raccoon living in a shed, garage or attic from January to
September should ALWAYS be assumed to be a mother with
babies. A raccoon mother whose shed or garage den has
been discovered is usually frightened enough to move her
babies within 48 hrs with no other intervention. Be patient
with a mother raccoon in the attic. If you can wait until the
babies are grown and/or have left, you can then close off the
access point to prevent other raccoons from using the attic as a den in the future.
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Raccoons are common hosts to an intestinal parasite known as raccoon roundworm. While it is harmless to raccoons, it is potentially
harmful—and even fatal—to other species, including humans and is found in raccoon feces. If you find raccoon
feces on your deck or other man-made surface, dispose
of it using a plastic bag and clean the area with boiling
water and a mild disinfectant.

How to compost properly
While composting is an important contribution to a
sustainable planet, it can be a food source for wild
animals. Some things must be left out of the backyard compost pile. Fish and
meat scraps act like a magnet for rats, mice, foxes, raccoons, or cats in the
neighborhood. Instead they should be placed in your green bin.
Animal Removal Company
Toronto Wildlife Centre recommends :
AAA Gates Wildlife Control at http://www.gateswildlifecontrol.com/
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Love to read? Want your children to love reading?

Our neighbourhood’s first Little Free Library Box is coming to Almond Avenue very soon. This
has been a team effort. Many thanks to Jerry Ginsburg who built it, Ms Lee’s Grade 5-6 class
from Henderson Ave Public School who painted it and to Majda Ambrozic who will be hosting
it on her front lawn and will be its “librarian”.
The Little Free Library movement began in 2009 in Wisconsin. Now there are over 15,000
boxes around the world. Based on the notion of “take a book, leave a book” the box will be
there for us all to enjoy, Watch for it to be “open for business” early in November. If you would
be interested in hosting a library box on your street, contact Ricardo Mashregi at
rmashregi@hotmail.com

Developments on Bayview Avenue
The Region of York is involved in an environmental assessment looking at possible widening of
Bayview Avenue from Elgin Mills Avenue to Steeles Avenue. At present, plans call for work
north of Highway407 to begin in 2020 after which work southwards as far as Steeles Ave will
be considered.
GARA concerns include;
 The City of Toronto has no plans to widening Bayview Avenue south of Steeles therefore
creating a chokepoint
 The project may result in the expropriation of property from homes and places of worship
that border Bayview Ave.
 Increased noise, air and light pollution in Thornhill from increased traffic and congestion
 Increased traffic infiltration into the Grandview Area
York Region staffs are proceeding with evaluating alternative design concepts and preparing a
preliminary preferred design plan that will be made available for public review at Open House
# 3, this fall.
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Message From Our Councillor
Short Term Rental Accommodations (AirBnB),
Rooming Houses and Secondary Suites
November 2016
The City of Markham is in the process of consolidating and updating its many Zoning B-laws into
one Comprehensive Zoning By-law. The goal of the advanced portion of the review (Phase 3A) is
to examine short term rental accommodations, rooming houses and secondary suites. At the recent public information meeting in October, residents expressed the following concerns:
 Short term rental accommodations (i.e., AirBnB): Residents have been severely affected by
“party houses” and are concerned about compatibility, safety, noise and parking.


Rooming Houses: Residents expressed support in specific areas especially in close proximity
to transit.



Secondary suites and rooming houses: Residents primarily expressed support but had concerns about occupant safety, burden on community services, housing for York University
students and enforcement of existing By-laws (zoning and licensing).

A statutory Public Meeting will be held at the end of 2016 or early 2017 to obtain further input.
Following the Public Meeting, final staff recommendations will be made to Council for their consideration. Residents can send their comments and suggestions to newzoningproject@markham.ca.
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For more information, including reports and information on up-coming meetings, please visit
the ‘Major City Projects’ section on Markham’s website at www.markham.ca (click on ‘New Zoning By-law Project’ and then ‘Phase 3A’).

Valerie Burke,
Ward 1 Councillor, Thornhill

Calling All Hosers
The summer is behind us, the
trees are turning, the Leafs
are hitting the ice for another
season and so are we.
The 2016-2017 version of the rink is on the drawing board and the first order of business is volunteers.
We need dedicated, hearty individuals who are interested in helping us scrape and flood our local rink.
One or two days a week would be the commitment, assuming we have enough people signing up to help.
So let’s start sharpening the scrapers, dust off the Ronboni and lay out the winter woollies – you can get
fresh air, exercise and do a little something for your community! Want to be a true Hoser? We can make
it happen!
Brian Forrester
Please send me an email at bkforrester@sympatico.ca

Carbon Restaurant
Home−made Burger & Fries
$5.99
126−4 Clark Ave East
Thornhill, ON L3T 1S9
905−762−8825
www.carbonbarandgrill.com

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.

Do you want to keep up with what’s going on in the neighbourhood?
Need to know about resources and developments?
Our website is updated regularly with everything you need to know.
Go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos and other
GARA information.
Available in 60+ languages—from Albanian to Zulu!! Try out the on-line translator.
Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail or the form below: garamail@yahoo.ca
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543
Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.

NOW you can renew or join on line.
Click the Join Us link at www.thornhillgara.com
GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN
CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY..
Please check off the applicable box:

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date
with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA)
Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters

Organizing Social Events

Lobbying Markham Council

Park and Woods Maintenance

Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, etc.)

Ice Rink Maintenance

Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application,
along with your payment, to: Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

