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The Grandview area is a vibrant community experiencing substantial change brought on by
development. The Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) works to ensure that
these developments support a safe, comfortable and attractive place to live. Our vision is to
ensure they include elements to enhance common social experiences, places to meet and
affordable things to do. We’ve taken action!
We are a well organized group! GARA has 9 distinct committees supported by 13 passionate resident members. There are 20 volunteers that tirelessly lend support from making our
ice rink to newsletter distribution. And there are 12 executive members involved in committees, volunteer coordination, communication and community representation on broader and
local issues. For me, GARA is vision in action, with community activism at its heart.
How do we create a strong sense of community?
Plans for the two million dollars earmarked for our neighbourhood continue to move forward. We are entering a crucial stage. During the summer months, our GARA representatives will begin to meet with city staffers and designers to help develop preliminary concepts
for the splash pad, band shell, outdoor ice rink, and public restrooms. The design concepts
will be presented to our community for final consultation at a public meeting.
How do we tame traffic in our neighbourhood?
Our representatives on the traffic committee continue to do an excellent job as the voice of
our community, working alongside city staffers and the WSP consultant. Special recognition
goes to Dale Stedman, Larry Joffe and Payman Berjis from GARA and Wing Morse from
the Ward One (South) ratepayer groups for their work on this critical issue. You can see
their report on page 2.
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How do we improve the aesthetics of our community?
GARA is forming a city-wide committee to deal with the devastation of our tress during the
December ice storm. Representatives from various ratepayer associations will begin to review by-laws and policies to help protect our remaining tree canopy throughout Thornhill
and the City of Markham. In addition, we plan to capitalize on the City of Markham’s Parks
Renaissance Program to beautify Grandview and Proctor Parks and also to add an additional
mural design on the southwest corner of the Henderson/Proctor CN Bridge.
How do we support local businesses?
You will notice in this newsletter that we have given residents who live and work in the
community an opportunity to share their business information. We hope you will find this
helpful.
How do we improve safety and security?
GARA has helped initiate the City of Markham’s Park Ambassadors Program. These volunteers act as “the eyes and ears of the Markham community”, working in a proactive manner
monitoring our parks. In addition, we work closely with our local York Region Police Liaison Officer by bringing resident safety concerns to their attention.

We encourage you to participate in GARA by sending your ideas, suggestions and concerns to garamail@yahoo.ca and check for updates at www.thornhillgara.com
Have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Ricardo Mashregi, GARA Chair
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Rail Safety in our Neighbourhood
GARA has written to the City of Markham expressing our
concerns about the issue of rail transportation safety.
There is a major CN line that runs through the GARA
neighbourhood but we lack information on what is transported through our area. Municipalities across the country
have become more concerned about this issue since the
Lac-Megantic rail disaster last year. The requirement from
Transport Canada is that railroad companies must provide
information, in aggregate form, to emergency planning
personnel each year on the volume and nature of dangerous goods that were transported through their municipalities. This information is to remain confidential.
Some experts, mayors and fire chiefs have expressed their
views that this is not adequate. They argue that the railroads should be required to provide information ahead of
time on which dangerous goods are rolling along local
lines. They also point out that the public should be given
at least some information to enable them to better plan their own emergency procedures. The GARA executive agrees.
Marilyn Ginsburg
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Traffic ! Traffic! Traffic!
Over the course of the past year, the Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) and
Ward One (South) Thornhill Residents Inc. (WOSTRI) representatives have been with
meeting with staffers from the City of Markham, York Region, local business and the City
hired consulting firm, WSP. The particular focus has been traffic buildup in the neighbourhood between Steeles and Doncaster and between Yonge to Grandview as a result
of the building boom on Yonge Street.
Our goal is to find solutions that will accommodate future intensification without
compromising the character of the existing neighborhood. Based on the initial recommendations of the consultant, GARA and WOSTRI representatives continue to
work closely to develop and present an alternative that best addresses the concerns
of area residents.
Our alternative proposal was welcomed by the working group and a significant portion of the GARA/WOSTRI ratepayer groups recommendations were adapted in the
follow up plans proposed by the consultant. However, we feel that the consultant’s proposal still falls short in protecting the existing neighborhood from excess traffic.
To resolve those differences, a follow up working group meeting has been scheduled for
the end of July 2014. It is the group’s goal to have an integrated proposal to present to our
residents at an upcoming public meeting.
Payman Berjis
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Coming to a Park Near Us?
In Markham we have baseball diamonds, soccer fields, and play parks.

What we are missing is the fastest
growing sport in the world: beach volleyball. It is a game that almost everybody likes to play and
watch. It is a game in which men, women and children can come together and actively work as a team in a
safe friendly environment. Beach volleyball is known to be the most popular coed organized sport in the
world. It is the sport most played on sun destination vacations. Beach
volleyball can be played in many ways and therefore, not limited to just 2
on 2. It is a super fun sport and made for everyone.
Many Thornhill and Markham students play for their schools’ volleyball
clubs and community programs. Why not make it accessible to everyone?
Families can organize games with adults and children playing together or
separately. Beach volleyball courts could be used to run tournaments. Family picnics are a great idea, adding beach volleyball would
make it even more fun.
More importantly, with the growing concern regarding childhood obesity and the lack of exercise for both
children and adults alike, beach volleyball can only aid in the epidemic. We as a community should come
to together to add as many opportunities for our children as well as adults, to participate in exercise as possible. Beach volleyball is fun for everyone.
There are many world class athletes who have represented Canadian beach volleyball on the world stage
and who live and grew up in and around the Thornhill/Markham area. We are confident we could arrange
for some play time with them at picnics and autograph signing.
Continued Page 4

GARA at Work

Your GARA Executive, clockwise, Jason Grenier, Tarun Dewan, Peter Bernotas. Rhonda Duma,
Dale Stedman, Ricardo Mashregi, Majda Ambrozic, Paul Kelly., Vincent Mak, Loreena Pattanaik,
Marilyn Ginsburg, Corie Bonnaffon
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How’s Your Tree?
This rough winter was hard on our trees. Here are some questions and answers that might help.
What can I do to help my tree recover from damage?
Water your tree during dry periods and prior to winter freeze-up. When watering, remember that roots extend out
to, and sometimes beyond, the outer edge of the tree’s canopy. Place mulch around the base of trees to cool the
soil, reduce moisture loss, prevent mechanical damage from lawn equipment and promote a healthy root system.
Avoid mounding soil or mulch up against the tree trunk.
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Can I prune my damaged tree?
City-owned trees: are those situated on road allowance adjacent to your home. They are the responsibility of the
City of Markham. Do not tend them; you may be subject to fines. Call 905-415-7535 if you have any concerns
about or require work to be done on a city-owned tree.
Privately owned trees: are the owners’ responsibility and may be pruned, but not more than 1/3 of the live
branches and in accordance with professional practices. Property owners must apply for a permit before injuring
or destroying any tree in Markham with a trunk diameter of
20 cm (about 8”) or more, measured at 1.37 m (about 54”)
above the ground from the base of the tree.
I want to add to the Urban Forest.
What kind of tree should I plant?
Whatever tree you choose must be suitable for your site.
Different trees have different needs. Be sure to do your research before you fall in love with that beautiful and expensive specimen; you may be signing its death sentence and
setting yourself up for disappointment by planting it in the
wrong conditions.
More and more people are recognizing the value of native
trees, shrubs & plants. They evolved here and are part of a
rich & complex ecosystem that supports native creatures
such as the insects on which most of our songbirds depend
for rearing their young. LEAF, a not for profit agency working with York Region, offers trees, shrubs and native garden
kits through their residential planting programs in York Region. http://www.yourleaf.org/southern-and-central-yorkregion

Beach Volleyball………... Continued from page 3
There are many world class athletes who have represented Canadian beach volleyball on the world stage and who
live and grew up in and around the Thornhill/Markham area. We are confident we could arrange for some play
time with them at picnics and autograph signing.
In our immediate Grandview Area Community, there is public open space available for beach volleyball, perhaps
in the space behind Proctor Park A few courts would be all it would take. We have baseball diamonds and soccer fields, beach volleyball would only complement our existing choices.
Let’s band together as a community and add some fun and health to our parks. Let’s add some beach
volleyball courts which are easy to maintain, but more importantly, another active way to keep us all healthy.
Let us know your thoughts and comments.
Please send us an email at garamail@yahoo.ca
Tania Pal

Page 5
The Committee of Adjustment —What is it and How does it affect you ?
All building in the City of Markham is approved by Planning and Development Services in keeping with the Markham Official Plan. Each part of the City is further regulated by zoning by-laws and all development, whether commercial, high rise, or single family dwellings, must comply with the requirements of these zoning by-laws. In those
cases where a developer or builder applies to build something that does not comply with these by-laws, if the noncompliance is "minor" in nature, his application for a "variance" is considered by a Council-appointed committee,
the Committee of Adjustment. (Note: If the "variance" is not minor in nature it is considered by the Ontario Municipal Board. This Board also hears appeals of Committee of Adjustment decisions.)
To quote the City's website:
The Committee of Adjustment is an independent body comprised of seven (members appointed by Council and authorized under Section 44 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as amended, and Ontario Regulation No.
197/96 to consider applications for minor variance, permission and consent.
A minor variance allows an owner to build or use their land in a way that does not exactly comply with the requirements of the zoning by-law, but follows its general intent. Examples of minor variances include relief for a minor
requirement to a height restriction, side yard setback etc. Each case is evaluated on its own merits, as some variances may be considered ‘minor’ in some situations and ‘major’ in others. The Minor Variance application process
may take up to 2 months to complete.
This means that if you are building on your lot, (or a neighbour is building or renovating), you need to follow the
Official Plan and zoning bylaws, or if you need a small change, you need to file an application with the Committee
of Adjustment. The Planning and Development Services department of Markham, under the link for Planning Applications on the City website, has a great chart under the heading "Minor Variance Application" that describes the
process really well.
How is GARA involved?
GARA has a representative who keeps track of upcoming meetings of the Committee of Adjustment and makes
deputations at some committee hearings. Our mandate is to take the position that our zoning by-laws were designed
to preserve the character of our neighborhood and should be followed unless there are particular reasons that require minor changes that still keep to the intent of our in-fill housing zoning by-law.
What can/should you do?
If you have a neighbour who is building and applying to the
Committee of Adjustment for a Minor Variance, you will see
a Notice posted on their property indicating that there will be
a hearing on the matter. You may contact the Planning Department of Markham for further information and you are
welcome to contact GARA if you have concerns and if you
would like assistance presenting your position at the Committee of Adjustment. (garamail@yahoo.ca). You may object to
the proposed building on many grounds, such as its excessive
height will block sun from your property, it will be too close
to your property line and will invade your privacy, or that the
variance requested is not minor in nature. Let GARA know
of your concerns and if you require assistance. We are here
to help.
Tarun Dewan

GARA News
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Message From Our Councillor
Dear Residents,
Do you know a local business that has demonstrated exemplary accessibility
and service for people with disabilities?
The City of Markham Advisory Committee on Accessibility, in partnership
with Markham Board of Trade, has created an accessible business award to
recognize a business that went above and beyond in making their facility accessible for people with disabilities. The objective of this award is to raise
awareness about the importance of accessibility within our business community. Our community has a valuable role to play in advocating for people with disabilities by removing
the barriers to accessibility. The committee will take into consideration several criteria when evaluating the applications, such as excellent customer service and accessible universal washrooms and
entrances.
The Accessibility Committee is committed to ensuring that opportunity exists for people of all ages,
backgrounds and abilities by providing services and programs that are more accessible for people
with disabilities. Not all accessibility challenges are visible. Some are more subtle, including mental
health challenges and multiple sclerosis. We need to learn about different disabilities and understand
the challenges encountered. It is important for everyone to be able to access our local businesses,
including caregivers with strollers or elderly people with mobility devices.
I encourage you to participate in this very worthwhile project. The deadline for nominations is July 4,
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2014. I will be happy to assist you if you require some nomination forms. Please feel free to contact
me at 905-479-7747 or vburke@markham.ca
Valerie Burke, Ward 1 Councillor, Thornhill
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Stay Cool, Hydrated and Safe this Summer
Stay Cool, Hydrated and Healthy during the summer
During the summer months it is important to ensure that you are aware of
ways in which to stay cool, hydrated and healthy.
Markham is dedicated to providing information to those most at risk for
heat related illness and to provide additional services to help residents
cope with extreme heat events. At-risk groups include seniors and older
adults, socially isolated seniors, children and people with chronic illnesses.
With this in mind, Markham has implemented a Hot Weather Response
Plan to ensure a consistent approach and coordination of hot weather response activities within the City and provide information and access to
Markham facilities that are designated as community “cooling centres”.
Extreme Heat Alerts
Markham issues heat advisories and extreme heat alerts based on Environment Canada criteria. Environment Canada issues a HEAT WARNING indicating temperatures of 30 degrees
Celsius or higher with a humidex of 40 or higher. When this occurs, Markham will issue an
Extreme Heat Alert and take action to provide seating, access to drinking water and extension
of community centre hours in order to allow residents who may not have access to air conditioning to have respite from the heat.
A full listing of designated cooling centres and splash pads and swimming pools is posted on
the City’s website during extreme heat alert days.
If it Roar go Indoors!
During the hot days of summer there is always the possibility of
thunder and lightning storms.
Research in North America shows that 1/3 of lightning injuries and
fatalities occur in the early stages of a storm, 1/3 at the peak of a
storm and 1/3 once the peak of the storm has passed by
(Environment Canada).
Summer is the time to enjoy outdoor activities but it is important that
you and your family are aware of safety precautions that should be
taken in the event of a thunderstorm.
The number one rule is: IF IT ROARS, GO INDOORS. Stay indoors for at least 30 minutes after the last thunder roar as lightning
may strike from the back end of storm clouds.
Environment Canada has a lighting danger map that can be used to help you stay safe when
planning outdoor activities when thunderstorms are forecasted. You can go to the Lightning
in Canada section of Environment Canada’s website www.ec.gc.ca/foudre-lightning/
Sonia Singh
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
City of Markham
ssingh@markham.ca
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Power Outage Aftermath
The following are excerpts from a letter sent on April 05, 2014. We are still waiting for a response from
the City of Markham.
Dear Council Members and senior staff,
As the subject title of this email indicates, this letter is a request for a town hall meeting on the response
to the December Ice Storm by Powerstream and the City of Markham.
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Having waited patiently for 9 weeks for the City to organize a properly advertised and convened Town
Hall Meeting, as some Council members have promised, I am now formally requesting one.
What Markham needs is:
1. An INDEPENDENT review panel similar to the one organized in Toronto,
2. A Town Hall Meeting, advertised in the normal way and professionally and independently conducted,
3. A mechanism for people who cannot attend the meeting to send in their comments to the independent
review panel and
4. A publicly available report from the review panel, independent of Powerstream,
staff and Council.
Now is the time to organize a properly advertised and independently conducted
Town Hall meeting so we have wider participation and an independently produced
report from which we can all benefit. This time, let's do it right.
I look forward to a positive and prompt response.
“….a letter [was]
Sincerely,
sent April 5, 2014.
Eileen Liasi.
German Mills, Thornhill.
We are still
This letter has the support of numerous residents and the following resident associations:
German Mills Residents Association Inc., Thornhill
Settlers Park Residents Association, Thornhill
Bayview Glen Residents' Association, Thornhill
Grandview Area Residents' Association, Thornhill
Ward One South Residents' Association Inc., Thornhill
Markham City Village Residents' Association, Markham

waiting for a
response from the
city.”

Making Markham a Greener Place to Live
The City of Markham is developing a long term city-wide energy plan, known as a Municipal Energy Plan
(MEP) that will improve energy efficiency, reduce energy consumption, and greenhouse gas emissions throughout the entire city.
The MEP will identify opportunities for green energy solutions to support local economic development and the
Energy & Climate priority in Markham’s Community Sustainability Plan, the Green print for the community
target of net zero energy, water, waste and emissions by 2050.
A Municipal Energy Plan integrates energy, infrastructure and land use planning to create efficiencies across
the city and implement energy retrofits in existing and new development. Markham’s MEP will address requirements from Secondary Plan Guidelines for Urban Design and Sustainable Development and York Region’s New Communities Guidelines, to consider the impact of energy in future growth areas, a first in an
Ontario energy plan. This will ensure that all new residential communities will maximize energy efficiency
components starting in 2016.
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Power to the People
In Ontario, we currently pay $0.07 to $0.12 per kW-hr for electricity. Solar energy is a renewable resource.
How would you like to sell power back to Ontario at $0.39 per kW-hr? At the same time, give back to the environment by reducing (offsetting) your carbon footprint. Household solar installations reduce our carbon footprint; 30 panels avoid 3,000 tons of carbon being dumped into the atmosphere annually. Everybody wins!
The Ontario micro-FIT program offers home owners, willing to install solar panels, a 20year contract to purchase power at $0.39 per kW-hr. In round numbers, 30 panels (cost
$30,000, HST reimbursable) can generate 10,000 kW-hrs for an annual income of $4,000
(10% annual return), $80,000 after 20 years. It yields a net profit of approximately
$40,000 (before income tax). The income is taxable but loan interest, home business expenses, and depreciation, are deductible. There is little maintenance. Panels are warranted
for 25 years and will continue to generate over 30 years.
Solar panels (also known a photo-voltaic or PV panels) convert solar energy into electricity. They generate the most power when bright sun shines directly (perpendicular) on the
surface. Panels generate twice the power in
summer months but will generate power on overcast days as well. Solar panels are the most efficient on a southfacing roof. Reasonable efficiencies are available even on low-pitched roofs (twenty degrees or less) that face
east and west. North facing roofs don’t work.
There are several companies that supply and install solar systems. Prices and offerings vary. Aside from panels
and support structure, a complete proposal includes wiring, disconnects, subpanels, controllers, flashing, critter
screening, installation, certification, micro-Fit application, design, engineering, project management, building
permit and modifications required by the local power company, a “turnkey” solution. The installation should be
ESA and WSIB certified. Be sure to check references.
Providing the local power authority (Power Stream, in Thornhill) has capacity on its grid, the entire process
takes approximately three months. The actual installation takes 3-5 days. Should a new provincial government
cancel the micro-FIT program, any signed contracts would be honoured.
We are about to begin our own installation. Stay tuned for progress updates.
Walter Bauer

Greening Markham ………...continued
There are three phases in the two year development of the Municipal Energy Plan according to the Ministry of Energy’s
Municipal Energy Plan Program.
These phases include:
• Phase 1: Stakeholder Engagement (May 2014 – November 2014)
• Phase 2: Energy Mapping & Study (December 2014 – May 2015)
 Phase 3: Energy Plan Development (June 2015 – June 2016)
One of our local residents, Frank Dixon has been selected to be part of this group. As more information becomes available we will update you on their progress. He would welcome ideas and information from residents about successful
local energy production or saving projects as well as water saving projects that could be brought to the attention of
the MEP working group. Contact him at frankdixon@sympatico.ca
For further information please access Greenprint at the City of Markham website at www.markham.ca
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Do Not Touch This Plant
Giant Hogweed has been identified in Thornhill. It is an invasive, non-native plant that poses a serious threat
to human health and natural ecosystems
Health Risk
The sap found in the Giant Hogweed stem and stem
hairs causes, a serious skin inflammation activated by
exposure to the sun. Symptoms typically consist of painful blisters that form within 48 hours and pigmented
scars that can last up to 6 years. There is also a risk of
temporary or permanent blindness.
If you are exposed to Giant Hogweed:
 Wash the affected area thoroughly
 Avoid exposure to sunlight
Seek medical attention
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Key identifying features
Giant hogweed has three key features::
giant size,
sharply-cut leaves, and
prickly, purple-spotted stem.
Giant Hogweed, Heracleum mantegazzianum , is an
invasive plant that looks similar to cow parsnip. The Giant Hogweed can reach an impressive height of 5 metres when flowering. The purple-spotted hollow green bristly stems can be 5 to 10 centimetres (2 to 4 inches)
in diameter. Leaves are deeply lobed and toothed. The large blossom consists of numerous white flowers
clustered in an umbrella-shaped head that is more than 120 centimetres across. Most plant parts are covered
in stiff white hairs that are filled with sap.
Infested Areas
In Thornhill, Giant Hogweed has been found by the banks of the East Don River, near Bayview and Steeles
Avenues continuing upstream to the north-west as far as Yonge Street. Three parks, Almond, Proctor and
Woodland, are included in this area.
Since 2010, the town of Markham has been working with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority on
an annual treatment program for Giant Hogweed and the first round of treatments are scheduled to commence
in early July. If you think that you have found Giant Hogweed on your property or outside the areas described above, please contact the City of Markham.
Efforts have been made to safely remove the plants; however, caution should still be taken in the infested areas. Please respect any warning signs posted and stay away from the plant.
Resources
For more information on Giant Hogweed, visit:
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

-http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/

GARA Executive 2013-2014
Chair : Ricardo Mashregi

Volunteer Coordinaor: Peter Bernotas

Past Chair: Marilyn Ginsburg

Membership & Special Events: Rhonda Duma

Treasurer: Majda Ambrozic

Members at Large: Dale Stedman & Paul Kelly

Secretary: Loreena Pattanaik

Webmaster/Editor: Corie Bonnaffon

Committee of Adjustments: Tarun Dewan

Youth Representitives: Vincent Mak & Jason Grenier

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.
Our Mission
The Grandview Area Residents Association is a volunteer-based membership organization that acts as an advocate to
protect and enhance the experience of residents within the community.
Our Roles and Responsibilities
To have a balanced understanding of issues based on the spectrum of views within the
neighbourhood
To represent members and the greater community in a respectful manner on all issues
To support communication and awareness of local concerns
To act for the community in its dealings with all levels of government
Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail on the form below:
E-mail – garamail@yahoo.ca
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543
Or go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos and other GARA information.
Join GARA or renew your membership, using the form below, and help protect and improve our community.
Members will be entitled to vote or be nominated for the Executive at the Annual General Meeting. There may be other
Association meetings to attend regarding topical issues.

GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN MY COMMUNITY.
Please check off the applicable box:

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date
with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA)
Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters

Organizing Social Events

Lobbying Markham Council

Park and Woods Maintenance

Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, Safety and Security, etc.)
Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application,
along with your payment, to:
Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

