June 2016

Grandview Area Residents Association

GARA News
New Grandview Park Facilities Approved For 2017
Yes, at last, our Grandview Park will finally undergo a major renovation, approved by Markham Council, to begin in the spring of 2017!

Serving Our Community Since 1989

In 2008 Markham negotiated its very first Section 37 agreement
with Liberty Development Corp. in relation to its World on Yonge
complex. The agreement was for $2 million to be used for community amenities in the Ward One Thornhill area.
In January, 2011, members of two local residents associations, the Grandview
Area Residents Association (GARA) and Ward One South Thornhill Residents
Inc., met with Councillor Burke to solicit ideas on how to use these funds for
our community. For two years, we went through a lengthy, open, transparent
and inclusive process with the residents of Ward One to determine their priorities. A short list of the final amenities was then created by the steering committee volunteers. The residents chose four venues; a splash pad, an outdoor stage,
multi-purpose sport court/community ice rink, and a skateboard park including permanent washrooms. These venues will meet the recreational and cultural needs of everyone, from toddlers to seniors.

www.thornhillgara.com
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For the next two years, a working committee of volunteers
dedicated hundreds of unpaid hours offered with great enthusiasm and commitment. They researched various amenities,
provided feedback to staff, attended many meetings, and
hoped for the best. Our community is rich in volunteers with
expertise – professional artists and art professors to lead the
community voice on the mural project, architects and local
musicians supporting the outdoor stage and splash pad designs, youth representatives working on the mini skate park
and sports enthusiasts helping with the multi-purpose athletic
court and community ice rink concepts.
The location and design process has been long and laborious, but in the end, fruitful. We appreciate the efforts of Councillor Burke, City staff and especially our
local volunteers. We should all thank the following residents for representing our interests on these fabulous
projects: George Papadatos, Paul Kelly, Rob Armstrong,
Evelin Ellison, Gail Maclennan, Steve Tschipper , Cecilia
Paz, Marilyn Ginsburg, Marion Matthias, Amanda Eason,
and Brian Forrester along with our student representatives Jordan Jedig and Mackenzie Snowden. We look
forward to seeing the community vision come to life,
enriching the culture and recreation opportunities for
our residents, for many years to come.
Ricardo Mashregi, GARA Chair
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Further Neighbourhood Developments
Many residents have been asking what is happening at the
South East Corner of Yonge
Street and Grandview Avenue
which until recently contained a
small retail plaza.
The answer is that construction
is about to start on a 25 storey
building with 12,000 square feet of retail frontage on Yonge, office suites on the second
floor and about 200 condominium apartments above, ranging from 522 to 1,379
square feet. Most parking will be below ground. Frontage will be on both streets with
traffic and site access from Grandview Avenue only. A small public parkette along the
Grandview Avenue frontage will also be included. Target completion date is summer of
2019.
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How did this plan come to be?
Frangian Holdings received permission from the OMB to build a 21 storey tower combining retail, office and residential uses in 2013. The properties
were then sold to the current owner, Yonge Grandview Corporation who adapted the plan approved by the OMB. The new developer received permission to make some design changes - same
density but a slimmer and taller structure.
Using the Places to Grow Act, the province identifies certain areas
for intensification. The Yonge Steeles Corridor is such an area.
GARA’s priority is to protect the existing neighbourhood by managing intensification and mitigating traffic infiltration. To that end
our representatives have been working with the Yonge Steeles
Corridor Transportation Study Committee these past two years.
An update on their work and its current status is available on
Page 3.
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Kicking the Can Down the Road
For the last three years Payman Berjis and I have represented GARA on the Yonge-Steeles
Corridor Transportation Study Committee. Other members of the Committee included
Councillor Valerie Burke, members of Markham staff, and consultants from the firm WSP.
The World on Yonge development is the beginning of tremendous
changes in our neighbourhood. On the Committee, it quickly became
evident that the staff from the City of Markham and the firm, WSP, hired
by the City to conduct the study, were not interested in protecting the
existing residents of the neighbourhood . Instead, they consistently took
the view that traffic should be able to go unfettered through our community with no thought to the ramifications to those of us who live here.
At the public meeting in June 2013, 83% of the participants voted in favor of a ring road. Based on this, GARA representatives maintained that the characteristics
of the existing community must be maintained and the potential adverse impacts on local
residential streets minimized with the use of a ring road to manage traffic infiltration.
These conflicting views continued throughout the study and were never reconciled.
At our last meeting on May 31, 2016, the City decided to "pause" the study for the following
reasons:
 The Province has decided to increase population density in York Region for 2041
and the new numbers are not known at this time.
 York Region has come out in favor of the Yonge Street subway extension to Richmond Hill and they will try to limit growth prior to approval of the subway by the
Province.
 In the future, the City will re-activate the study, however, no date was given.
We believe that all of the City’s reasons for stopping the traffic
study are invalid. The Yonge and Steeles area will continue to
experience intensification and our neighbourhood will continue to suffer the effects of this growth. The City has not only
wasted over $100,000 of taxpayer money by refusing to complete the study but also has failed our residents by ignoring
our ongoing need for protection from traffic infiltration and
increased intensification. This lack of action endangers our
school children who walk to school on roads with no sidewalks
and diminishes our quality of life. We refuse to allow our
beautiful neighbourhood to be sacrificed to the interests of
development.
To express your views on this issue you may write to our Councillor Valerie Burke at
vburke@markham.ca, the Mayor and Council members at
mayor&councillors@markham.ca, Brian Lee, deputy director of Engineering at
BLee@markham.ca, and Joseph Palmisano at jpalmisano@markham.ca.
Larry Joffe
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Consult Community in Freight Train Plans
Published in the Thornhill Liberal April 27, 2016,
In Response to: York to fight pitch to reroute risky freight trains here, April 14.
It has come to the attention of the Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
that consideration is being given by Metrolinx and GO Transit to possibly improving
passenger traffic on the Milton and Kitchener lines.
One proposal for achieving this improved
service would involve construction of twoway track to widen the Milton and Kitchener lines. There is some suggestion in the
report that widening would have very severe
and serious consequences (not specified in
detail) and hence this alternative has been
rejected out of hand.
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The other recommended model is the construction of a new rail corridor linking the
CN bypass line at Bramalea with the CP
through route near the Milton-Mississauga
border — i.e., the so-called missing link
which would require additional construction
(upgrades and new connections).
The objective in both instances appears to be the reduction or removal of freight train traffic on
the Metrolinx tracks in question, while increasing the freight traffic on alternate routes such as
the one running through Thornhill and other York Region cities.
Although GARA is in full support of enhancing GO Transit service for commuters, it does not
support a solution which would increase the frequency of freight train traffic in our area. Thornhill, and other York communities that would be affected, are mature residential neighbourhoods
which already suffer the effects of rail traffic at the current level.
It appears that there has been no consultation with community groups to date on this proposal
and, indeed, the report does not even consider the negative consequences of increased freight
traffic in the affected regions.
To illustrate, increased frequency of freight train traffic will generate increased noise, dust, vibration, increased maintenance on rails and bridges, perhaps the need to expand berms, as well
as the risk of an increase in accidents and spills of noxious and/or hazardous materials.
This is of particular concern, as our local elementary school is located less than a block from the
CN track.
We respectfully request that these concerns be taken into consideration in any further planning.
Sandra W. Pyke
Member of GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOC. Executive, Thornhill
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The Road to Dry Basements
As many residents remember, on August 19, 2005, the West Thornhill
community experienced a severe rain storm with storm water runoff
exceeding the capacity of drainage systems, causing extensive flooding
of private property and roadways. The West Thornhill Storm water
Flood Remediation Class EA Study identified system improvements to
increase capacity and reduce flood risks in the Grandview area. That
construction work has now begun and is expected to continue through
December and resume in the spring with completion planned for next
summer. Work on the west side of Henderson is planned to begin in
spring 2018.
The project will certainly involve traffic disruptions and residents are
asked to be as patient as possible. Updates will be posted on the GARA
web site www.thornhillgara.com or are available through the City of
Markham website. Also watch your home mailbox for construction notices. Having dry basements in the long run should make all the challenges worth it.

Recycling Quiz
Can Markham residents recycle plastic bags and Styrofoam? Answer: YES!
Please collect all plastic bags (shopping, vegetable, bread, newspaper, lunch,
freezer, storage bags) and occasionally drop them off at the recycling centre on
Green Lane and Bayview.
Use one of those plastic bags to also collect Styrofoam from grocery stores
(little meat and cheese trays) or from shipping packages (large pieces or
"peanuts") and take them to the recycling centre when you go.
These items do not break down but remain in the ground, at garbage dumps,
for hundreds of years. Please help the environment and recycle!
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Message From Our Councillor
Markham’s Cat Adoption and Education Centre Update
Markham’s Cat Adoption and Education Centre (CAEC) is located in the Thornhill
Community Centre and it is the first of its kind for a municipality. Home to a maximum of 17 cats at any given time, it is operated by the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) on behalf of the City. Since its inception in
January, the CAEC has found forever homes for 91 cats and is almost half way to
reaching the goal of 200 adoptions this year.
The purpose of the CAEC is not just for adoptions and bringing down the euthanasia rate, but also to
provide several educational and therapeutic programs for residents. The children’s reading therapy
program recently received a very generous grant from RBC and enables young readers to pick a
book from the Library and read to a cat. Children’s reading skills and confidence have been ameliorated through the reading to cats since the cats do not judge them and are quite happy to have the
socialization and company. The children also learn about compassion and kindness towards animals. It’s the ideal situation for everyone! In addition to the weekly reading programs, residents are
always welcome to visit with the cats in the “Kitty Corner”. Studies have proven that interacting with
animals can be a great stress and anxiety reliever.
The CAEC is also home to a number of special events such as the Low-Cost Rabies Clinic and the recent Emergency Pet Preparedness event that included a demonstration by York Regional Police Canine Unit. The Junior Animals and Nature camp is scheduled in August for children ages 4-6, which
will include daily interactions with the cats. Please visit www.markham.ca to sign up for the camp.
The City is always looking for new and innovative programs for the CAEC. If you have any ideas or
have questions, please contact Christy Lehman at clehman@markham.ca or the Contact Centre at
905-477-5530.
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Valerie Burke Ward 1 Councillor, Thornhill

Who Ya Gonna Call?
Have an issue regarding municipal services (By-law complaints, property
standards, garbage pick-up, parks, trees, street lights, graffiti, roads), programs or general inquiries,? You can contact the City at customerservice@markham.ca or (905) 477-5530, the City’s centralized customer service centre. If further action is required, your request is forwarded to the
appropriate department.

Residents also have access to 50+ services online. Requests may be filed

24/7 by completing an online form including reports on litter in public and private areas, boulevard
maintenance, zoning search, tree removal permit application and more. Online requests will be assigned a reference number to track progress of the request .
Yet another option is the City’s app which provides instant mobile access to information on the City’s
parks, recreation and library programs, waste collection schedules, major city projects, culture and
entertainment opportunities, and the City’s resident publication - Markham Life. One of this app’s
features is the ability to submit a service request, attach a photo and use your smartphone’s GPS
function to detect the location of the problem. Download the app at www.markham.ca

Carbon Restaurant
Home−made Burger & Fries
$5.99
126−4 Clark Ave East
Thornhill, ON L3T 1S9
905−762−8825
www.carbonbarandgrill.com

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.

Do you want to keep up with what’s going on in the neighbourhood?
Need to know about resources and developments?
Our website is updated regularly with everything you need to know.
Go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos and other
GARA information.
Available in 60+ languages—from Albanian to Zulu!! Try out the on-line translator.
Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail or the form below: garamail@yahoo.ca
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543
Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.

NOW you can renew or join on line.
Click the Join Us link at www.thornhillgara.com
GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN
CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY..
Please check off the applicable box:

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date
with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA)
Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters

Organizing Social Events

Lobbying Markham Council

Park and Woods Maintenance

Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, etc.)

Ice Rink Maintenance

Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application,
along with your payment, to: Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

