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GARA News

Yes, our Grandview Park is undergoing a major renovation … finally! Join us
at the GARA Annual General Meeting and Public Information Session on
Thursday, November 19th at 7:00 p.m. to see what your choices for
improvements to our park will look like.

www.thornhillgara.com

Three years ago a steering committee was created from the Grandview and
Ward One South ratepayer groups, chaired by Councillor Burke. They met a
number of times to consider the many ideas suggested by the community.
Through public meetings the residents chose four priority venues. A working
committee of GARA representatives was formed working with Markham staff
and Councillor Burke and they have been at it ever since.
On Nov. 19th, as part of our AGM, City parks staff will present a few options
for the configuration of the new amenities. Where should the band shell/
outdoor stage, splash pad, community ice rink and skateboard facilities be
placed? We are all anxious to see the design concepts for these new facilities
which will keep all ages in our neighbourhood active and happy year round.
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So, please join us for this very important meeting. Reconnect with other
members of your residents association or join up if you are new to the
neighbourhood or forgot to renew last year. A membership fee of $10.00 per
year is the best bargain you will find this shopping season!

See you at Henderson School, Nov. 19th, at 7 p.m.
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GARA Report
Development of Bayview Avenue?
Recently, GARA has learned of important discussions regarding traffic flow in our area. York Region
will assess the possibilities of Bayview Avenue accommodating more traffic resulting from population growth north of Thornhill (www.york.ca/ea).

The Region will conduct an environmental assessment on the area in question.
 Study limits encompass Bayview Avenue from Elgin Mills Road to Steeles Avenue.
 It will consider a range of improvements that may include: transit priority measures;
queue-jump lanes, transit signal priority, road widening for transit/HOV (High Occupancy
Vehicle) lanes, intersection improvements (turn lanes) and active transportation facilities
to support both walking and cycling.
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York Region Next Steps
 Address and respond to comments received
 Complete transportation assessment and identify problems and opportunities, considering
input from agencies and corridor users. Develop and assess transportation alternatives.
 Open house #2 (spring 2016) to present and obtain feedback on the problems and opportunities and alternative planning solutions
Comments GARA has heard to Date
 Include a dedicated bike lane like Highway 7
 The cost of opening up Bayview outweighs whatever benefits might accrue
 Widening Bayview will negatively damage the entire neighbourhood
 Widen Bayview Avenue from Highway 7 northwards.
 Improvements considered should include increased transit service and improved transit
network connectivity from neighbourhoods to Go Stations
 Widening Bayview will make it difficult for pedestrians to cross the road, especially seniors
 Difficult access to/from Bayview Avenue during rush hour from local roads and businesses
 Location-specific operational issues – the bridges at Royal Orchard and Longo’s Plaza may
need to be widened - City of Toronto is not widening Bayview Avenue south of Steeles
which may result in a bottleneck at the intersection of Bayview and Steeles.
How to Get Involved
 Provide your feedback by contacting the study team directly, using the contact information
provided. Request that your name be added to the study mailing list to receive study notices
directly - Mark Nykoluk, Senior Project Manager Capital Planning and Delivery Transportation
Continued on next Page …….
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Message From Our Councillor
November 6, 2015
Dear Residents,
IMPORTANT PUBLIC MEETING – GRANDVIEW PARK IMPROVEMENTS
As your Councillor, I am committed to keeping you informed and would like to invite you to attend an
important meeting regarding Grandview Park improvements.
During the approval process for the “World on Yonge”, $2 million was negotiated under Section 37 of the
Planning Act for amenities in the adjacent West Thornhill area neighbourhood.
Outstanding projects proposed by the community and approved by Council for consideration include: a
splash pad, a band shell outdoor stage, a seasonal durable base for the community ice rink and a skateboard park.
A committee of residents from the Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) and Ward One South
Thornhill Residents Inc. (WOSTRI) have been working tirelessly with City Staff and Consultants and the
design concepts are ready to be presented. Residents will have the opportunity to help determine the
placement of the various venues in Grandview Park.
I hope you will be able to attend this meeting to review, discuss and ask questions. City Planning Staff
and Consultants will be in attendance.
Date:

Thursday, November 19, 2015

Time:

7 pm – 9 pm

Location: Henderson Avenue Public School - Gymnasium
66 Henderson Avenue
Sincerely,

Councillor Valerie Burke, Thornhill Ward 1
vburke@markham.ca · www.markham.ca

Continued from Page 2…….GARA Report: Bayview Traffic Study
 Participate in the next Open House, planned for the spring of 2016 to review the findings of the

transportation needs assessment


Contact your elected representatives and share your opinions and thoughts. A list of local representatives with contact info is available at http://www.thornhillgara.com/communitylinks.html

GARA Has Not Yet Taken An Official Position.
Please contact us at garamail@yahoo.ca with your thoughts .
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What Have We Done For You Lately?
GARA is one of the most active resident’s associations in Markham, made possible by local volunteers and ratepayer support. There were two GARA initiatives recently - each had potential to
negatively impact our community but was dealt with successfully.
Since the Great Flood of 2005, GARA has been working with civic officials to correct the infra structure deficiencies that contributed to that mess. Finally, with a great deal of lobbying from local
residents’ associations especially GARA, it was agreed that necessary improvements would be
made and paid for by city wide charges to households and businesses rather than solely by immediately affected home owners. This was clearly fairer and fortunately meant a significant tax saving
to our neighbourhood. In September, Council revisited this plan with a proposal to minimize the
contribution from commercial properties and thus increase the burden on homeowners. GARA
made yet another very well researched presentation to Council and the proposal was defeated.
Also in September, City Council was considering a request to remove the no right turn restriction at
the Proctor/Bayview intersection during the morning rush hour. Again GARA swung into action
making a presentation emphasizing the on-going dangers of traffic infiltration in our neighbourhood. Again the proposal was defeated.
GARA deputations to the City of Markham Council are shared via email, in between delivery of our
newsletters. Be sure to join GARA and include your email so you can stay abreast of the latest issues impacting our community at garamail@yahoo.ca

A Glimpse into our Past
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Do you ever imagine life in our neighborhood in the past? Occasionally, I spot a house that
seems out of place in a subdivision or a line of trees that might have bordered a farmer’s field
or driveway and I wish I knew more. The Society for the Preservation of Historic Thornhill
(SPOHT) has done what it could to preserve some of our history . I recently enjoyed an afternoon in their archives and learned the answers to a few of my questions. They also provided
the pictures you see here.
I learned that in the 17th century when our area was still covered in forest and being surveyed in readiness for
settlers, the Grandview
area was described as
Lots 27 and 28, Concession 1, Markham
Township. Yonge
Street was an important wagon road as
farmers and merchants
began to settle in or
pass through on their
way further north.
About a mile up Yonge
Street, the village of
Built around 1830, the Green Bush Inn was a busy spot at Yonge and Steeles . The
Thornhill was developing
Inn was a regular meeting place for those planning the 1837 Rebellion!
around mills on the river
and small businesses such as a blacksmith, barber and general store.
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By the mid 1800’s, our particular area was divided between two farms. To the south, closest
to what is now Steeles Ave and Yonge lived James and Ellen Farr and their five children. Although James died in a farm accident in 1894, his sons continued farming there until 1898
when the property was sold to a Mr. George McKenzie. There is a wonderful description of a
barn raising that took place on the property in the summer of 1902. Over 250 people are
described as coming to help and then enjoying supper on the beautiful grounds. It was said
to be one of the most up to date barns in York County with floors paved in brick and automatic feed boxes and water bowls for the animals. Such a sumptuous barn suggests this was
a very fertile and profitable area in which to farm. The main house was eventually moved
onto what is now Grandview Avenue but unfortunately has since been demolished.
A little further north on their farm were John and Margaret Morgan. John, like his father
who had bought the property around 1820, was a farmer and blacksmith. The main house
had been built of wood but this family also must have been prospering because around this
time it was greatly enlarged and covered in brick. Many of us understand that urge to renovate! That home continued to stand until the around 1965 when it was also demolished. The
picture below shows that stretch of Yonge Street in the 1920’s with their house on the right.
Notice that the road is unpaved but had street car tracks that ran from downtown Toronto
all the way to Sutton.

Looking north on Yonge Street from just north of Steeles Ave. [1920’s] The home of John
Morgan and his family can be seen on the right side

As early as July 1914, Arthur Morgan, son of John and Margaret sold the100 acre farm on
Yonge Street to the Queen City Realty Company for $60,000. The new owners planned to divide the farm into lots of 1 to 5 acres, restricting building to high class country homes. The
plan never came about, possibly, because of the outbreak of World War 1, followed by the
Great Depression and then the World War II. Instead starting close to Yonge and gradually
moving eastward, development began in the late 1940’s with much smaller homes built to
meet the needs of the young families able to settle down now that the war was over. These
were the simple bungalows between Yonge and Highland Park Avenue many of which are now
being replaced by much larger, grander, infill housing of recent years. The area further east
was developed in the 1960’s.
Do you know more about our history? I would love to hear from you if you can add to this
story, perhaps for later editions.
Corie Bonnaffon, garamail@yahoo.com
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Water Pressure Blues?
We bought our house last year and moved in after a lengthy renovation. One thing we failed
to anticipate was the water flow issue that became apparent during our first couple of weeks.
Our previous home was around 30 years old when we got it and we never had any water
pressures issues over the years so this came as a nasty surprise.
Once I started looking into it , I realised that the building codes of 60 or more years ago
(when most the houses around
here were built) were a lot more
frugal with the water supply
than the houses of the 1980s onward. For starters, most of the
recent homes have ¾” or 1” main
water supply line when the older
ones have 5/8” lines. Also, if you
look at the water meter in the
basement, you’d notice that the
pipe coming out of the ground is
fitted with a reducer that brings
the diameter down to ½” and
pipes going in and coming out of
your water meter are ½” pipes.
In newer homes, the water meter
is rated for a ¾” or 1” line and
they also run the larger pipe in
the house up to the first couple of branches to keep the flow capacity high.
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If you have the older pipe and are experiencing water flow problems, the first thing to do is to
call the city. Over time, water pipes suffer from sedimentation and after 60 + years; it’s
unlikely you’re even getting ½” worth of water into the house. Water flow is a city responsibility and Markham Waterworks will come over to your house to test it for free.
I did this myself and city folks came over and did a flow rate test. They confirmed that the
flow was below standard and ran a procedure to create an effect called the “hydraulic hammer” by quickly opening and closing the main supply valve outside the house. This sends a
shockwave through the pipe which breaks up sediment buildup. I was around when they did
it at my place and the water turned into a very murky brown for a couple of minutes. After
repeating it a couple of times they tested the flow rate again and it had gone up by 2.5 times –
a welcome improvement.
In most cases, this will bring the flow rate to a more acceptable level. If, however, you’ve built
an extension and have a couple of showers in the house now, then you need to start thinking
about more expensive solutions such as replacing the main supply line, the water meter, and
some of the internal plumbing.
Sasan Parhizgari

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.
Our Mission
The Grandview Area Residents Association is a volunteer-based membership organization that acts as an advocate to
protect and enhance the experience of residents within the community.
Our Roles and Responsibilities
To have a balanced understanding of issues based on the spectrum of views within the neighbourhood
To represent members and the greater community in a respectful manner on all issues
To support communication and awareness of local concerns
To act for the community in its dealings with all levels of government
Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail or the form below: garamail@yahoo.ca
Ricardo Mashregi (Chair) – rmashregi@hotmail.com or 416-577-9543
Go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos and other GARA information.
Available in 60+ languages—from Albanian to Zulu!! Try out the on-line translator.
Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.

NOW you can renew or join on line.
Click the Join Us link at www.thornhillgara.com
If you would prefer you may still use the form below.
GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN
CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY..
Please check off the applicable box:

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: _____________________________________ (our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date
with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA)
Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters

Organizing Social Events

Lobbying Markham Council

Park and Woods Maintenance

Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, Safety and Security, etc.)
Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application,
along with your payment, to: Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

