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Serving Our Community Since 1989

Beginning in 1989, Grandview Area Residents Association
neighbours came together and successfully opposed an inappropriate development proposal.
Among other things, since then together with the School Council,
we fought to rebuild Henderson School after its total destruction
by fire; ensuring the World on Yonge park levy was spent directly
on Grandview Park, and that sewer and water main upgrades were
not charged directly to us as local homeowners, saving each
household thousands of dollars.

www.thornhillgara.com

Today our neighbourhood is facing a huge issue. Two very
large development projects are in the process of applying for zoning approval. You can read about each of them in more detail on
pages 2 and 3. Enough to say here that between them they will
add homes for thousands of people and significant new commercial activity.
GARA has never opposed development just because it is new. We
are, however, very worried about the character of our neighbourhood, protecting the interests of current residents and especially
about traffic and pedestrian safety.
Over the coming months there will be committee and public meetings to discuss and modify these plans. We, at GARA, will do our
best to represent the neighbourhood but we need YOU to join us
and show your support.
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To be effective, we have to be able to say that we represent as
many people as possible. The larger the membership the more we
will be heard. Formally joining GARA will signal to politicians
and builders that you care about what happens and expect them to
be accountable.
If you have questions or concerns about these developments we’d
love to hear from you at garamail@yahoo.ca. Please join GARA,
on-line at thornhillgara.com or using the form on page 8.
Rhonda Duma and Corie Bonnaffon
Co-Chairs
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Ready or Not!
Living in our neighbourhood, it is impossible not to recognize that enormous change
is here and much more is on its way.
Already we have the World on Yonge with 3 towers up to 31 stories each and the
Vanguard Condominiums with a 27 storey tower under construction at Yonge and
Grandview. The subway’s arrival seems more likely than ever.
All of this signals that we will be the focus of a great deal of growth and development
relatively soon. The latest application for zoning amendments has been made by
Zonix Corporation asking for changes that would allow them to develop the block
bounded by Steeles, Dudley, Highland Park and Willowdale Avenue.
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They propose:
 Two 13 storey blocks on
Steeles, each with ground
floor retail, 311 apartments
and 359 parking spaces

Two eight storey buildings
on Highland Park.
 To built in phases starting
with the buildings on Steeles
Ave.
The company currently does not own
all the properties involved but hopes
to continue acquiring them. Reza Esfahany, President of Zonix, says they
want to work co-operatively with the
community and they have already
reached out to Keith Irish, Ward One Councillor and the GARA Executive. There will
be a public meeting open to us all once plans are firmer.
GARA’s particular concerns at this point are:
 The impact of the development on its nearest neighbours on Highland Park
Ave.
 More and more traffic making driving even more difficult and putting pedestrians, especially school children and older people at risk.
 Possible environmental impact and the provision of sufficient green space for
added residents.
It is important to us to hear your thoughts about this development so we can represent
the neighbourhood accurately. We plan to contact the residents most directly affected
in the near future. However, it it important to hear from as many people as possible.
Please let us know your thoughts at garamail@yahoo.ca.
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Yonge and Steeles Like Never Before
A new application has also been submitted to the City of
Vaughan seeking zoning amendments to permit a trio of
towers at the northwest corner of Yonge and Steeles. The
proposal from developer the Gupta Group seeks to replace
three existing buildings on site with two 52-storey towers
and a 65-storey tower in a condominium, hotel, and retail
complex.
Although this development is not immediately within our
neighbourhood, its development in the City of Vaughan
would have a huge impact on us. Particularly in terms of
traffic.
GARA has been in close contact with executive members
of the SpringFarm Ratepayers Association since we share
many of the same concerns about the project.
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2019 marks the 10th anniversary of the Little Free
Library book sharing boxes. The inspiration for
“take a book, leave a book” was begun by Todd Bol.
He was inspired to begin this book sharing movement to honour his mother, a teacher who loved
books. The idea was to spread the joy of reading, to
increase book access, and to bring people together in
their communities. With this concept, the book sharing idea spread to people’s front yards, community
parks and school yards. Sadly, Tod Bol died last October at the age of 62. His legacy lives on and has
now grown to more than 75,000 Little Free Library
boxes in 90 countries. These book boxes stand as
signposts of hope, kindness, and community connections. Kate diCamillo, an award winning author of
children’s books, stated that, “Hope matters so much
to me. It’s one of the things that I’m always working
toward in my stories, and Little Free Libraries do that
too. They are kind of like hope in a box.”
Over the last ten years, many Little Free Library
boxes have been placed in communities with little
access to libraries or books. Margaret Aldridge, a
Little Free Library spokesperson said that, “A Little
Free Library is a box full of Books that, when you find one, you can take a book home. Or, if you have a
book to share, you can leave it for someone else to read.”
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We in our GARA community are fortunate to be part of this global book sharing movement. Our Little
Free Library , located on Almond Ave,, has been part of our community for three years. Come visit the
box. Check out the books that are there. We have adult fiction, non-fiction and an assortment of children’s books. If you have books to share bring them for your neighbours.
Enjoy the read and spread the joy.

Gara Executive 2018 – 2019
Back Row
Secretary: Loreena Pattanaik;
Member-at-Large: Peter Bernotas; Co– Chair, Membership and
Special Events: Rhonda Duma;
Committee of Adjustments: Tarun Dewan ; Member-at-Large
Sahar Adaskar; Member-at-Large
Sabi Ahsan
Front Row
Co-Chair, Webmaster/Editor:
Corie Bonnaffon; Member-atLarge Marilyn Ginsburg; Treasurer: Majda Ambrozic; Volunteer
Coordinator: Mohammad Azar
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Are you looking to add more greenery or shade this summer?
The City of Markham, partnering with York Region, is offering an additional subsidy to Markham
residents to save up to $400 per tree when they plant through Local Enhancement and Appreciation
of Forests (LEAF).
Through LEAF's Backyard Tree Planting Program, Markham residents will only pay approximately $50-100 per tree on select species. Multi-unit and/or commercial properties may also qualify for
this discount.
LEAF's Backyard Tree Planting Program provides residents with:
 A 30-minute consultation with a LEAF arborist;
 Full planting service, with a do-it-yourself option;
 Tree care guide;
 Follow-up tree care advice by email or phone
The selection of trees available are native to the area, which add to
the natural biodiversity of our tree canopy. Native shrubs are also
available.
"We're very excited to announce this new partnership and can't wait
to start planting," says Janet McKay, Executive Director of LEAF.
"Planting trees and shrubs not only helps our environment, but also provides shade and privacy
while increasing property value."
Contact LEAF at www.yourleaf.org or call 1.866.453.6504.

When, Oh When?
Our neighbourhood has been waiting for several years for the City to begin construction of the new recreational amenities in Grandview Park. Last year the project was delayed by the sewer infrastructure that
went through the park. According to the parks project coordinator this year construction has been somewhat delayed by "a few technical issues (dealing with old water lines mostly) which caused us a delay in
getting our final engineering drawings for the servicing for the building and splash pad."
The latest news from the City is that the engineering drawings are finished. The contract is currently out for tender and the contract should be awarded by the end of June,
with construction to begin by mid-July..
&&&
and by sometime next summer our
community will have a new splash pad, public washrooms, a skateboard spot, an outdoor
stage for drama and music, and a field with
improved drainage for soccer and our winter
ice rink.
Hang in there...the wait will be worth it!
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Message from Our Councillor
Curbing Dangerous Driving Habits
Unsurprisingly, the most pervasive issue facing residents across Ward 1 is traffic.
While there are many aspects to the problem, from gridlock to speeding to traffic infiltration
on what are otherwise quiet streets, most could be solved by taking three simple steps:




Drivers exercising more care by obeying the posted speed limit and stop signs.
Traffic calming measures such as speed humps/bumps and lane narrowing either
achieved with paint, interlock brick or sidewalks.
Enforcement.

The first is easily within our control. In fact, many of the speeding complaints I receive are
from residents living on streets where there is no through traffic. It is our friends and
neighbours eager to get to wherever they are going and home again that are being careless.
It reminds me of the slogan used to publicize the first annual observance of Earth Day: “We
have met the enemy and he is us.”
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The second is more problematic. Several years ago Markham Council discontinued the city’s
speed hump/bump program. They were too costly to maintain, especially after being damaged each winter by our snowplows, and they slow emergency vehicles. Each bump can slow
a fire truck between five and 15 seconds. When minutes count, these minor delays add up
and can make a crucial difference.
I believe there may be a way forward worth consideration by Council. Speed bumps can be
staggered allowing a fire truck to effectively “slalom” between them down a street. Another
idea is to size them to allow a fire truck’s axel to navigate between them down the middle of
a road. I recently shared my views with Fire Chief Decker and he went from outright opposition to “willing to have more discussion.”
The third is enforcement. While York Regional Police have an obvious and important role to
play, so do we. For speeding concerns, I recommend that residents participate in Road
Watch, an effective, universal speed management and aggressive driver program.
To be effective, you must record the licence plate number of the offending vehicle and report
it (anonymously) online. Program details can be found by typing this address into your web
browser: www.markham.ca/traffic.
Thank you for the opportunity to share this update with GARA members. I wish everyone a
safe and enjoyable summer.
Keith Irish
Councillor, Ward 1 Thornhill, City of Markham
905-948-5101

Policy on Newsletter Advertisements
The Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA) is now accepting small advertisements from local residents and businesses in our area to be
included in the newsletter. These advertisements are to be the size of a business card with all art work completed and included by the advertiser.
GARA will assume no responsibility for any errors or omissions in the ads. They will be printed as is.
The executive of the association has the absolute right to refuse or accept any advertisements without explanation. Likewise, the executive has the
absolute right to restrict the number of times any particular advertiser may place ads in its newsletters. If you have any questions about this policy,
or would like to place an ad, please contact: Newsletter Editor Corie Bonnaffon at bonnaffon@yahoo.com
WE LOOK FORWARD TO HELPING YOUR BUSINESS BECOME KNOWN TO OUR RESIDENTS.

PLEASE LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW YOU SAW THEIR AD HERE.

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Serving Thornhill residents in the area between Yonge St. and Bayview Ave., south of the CN tracks to Steeles Ave.

Do you want to keep up with what’s going on in the neighbourhood?
Need to know about resources and developments?
Our website is updated regularly with everything you need to know.
Go to our WEBSITE at www.thornhillgara.com for the latest news, events, photos
Available in 60+ languages—from Albanian to Zulu!! Try out the on-line translator.
Tell GARA your issues and your views by e-mail or the form below: garamail@yahoo.ca
Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.

NOW you can renew or join on line.
Click the Join Us link at www.thornhillgara.com
If you prefer please use this form

GRANDVIEW AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MY NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION SO THAT IT CAN
CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE OF RESIDENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY..
Please check off the applicable box:

NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________ (Our best method of reaching you and keeping you up-to-date with local issues and events. E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or
shared outside of GARA)
Please share your issues and views on how we can best pursue our mission while fulfilling our roles and responsibilities in the space below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate where you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters

Organizing Social Events

Lobbying Markham Council

Park and Woods Maintenance

Various Committee Work (Traffic, Flood, etc.)

Ice Rink Maintenance

Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash or cheque is welcome.
Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents Association and deliver or mail this application,
along with your payment, to: Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1

