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The sun is shining. We’re able to come together again. It’s time for a special celebration at Grandview Park. GARA and the
Parent Council of Henderson Ave. Public
School are joining forces for a Sunshine
Fair and BBQ on June 12th. Mayor Scarpitti and Councillor Keith Irish will be joining us to officially “open” our updated park.
There will be tons of fun for everyone,
young and old. So far, we know there will
be yummy food and games for the kids.
Lots of other exciting possibilities are in
the planning stages so keep an eye on the
GARA website thornhillgara.com for more attractions and
events as they are confirmed.
For many years, GARA has organized and hosted All
Candidates Meetings prior to federal, provincial and municipal elections. We believe the opportunity for voters to
hear directly from candidates and to ask them questions is
a vital part of democracy. This year, we are very disappointed that both of the main candidates in our riding
were generally unresponsive to our invitation and so we
have been forced to cancel the event.

www.thornhillgara.com

There is so much going on in our neighbourhood, and it
feels as though everything and everyone is coming alive
again. Please read all the way through this newsletter to
learn about the upcoming garden tour, tours of the woodlot with guest experts, free advice for your garden and a
tour of old Thornhill focussing on the Group of Seven artists who lived here, as well as several different ways to
become more involved in the neighbourhood by helping
out.

We wish to respectfully acknowledge the land on which we live is the traditional territory
of the Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Anishinabek Nations, and the Mississaugas of
the Credit First Nation.
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Group of Seven Guided Walking Tour
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The Thornhill Historical Society will host a FREE Group of Seven & Contemporaries Guided Walking
Tour on Sunday, June 12th, from 11 am to 4 pm.
If you are a lover of The Group of Seven, Thornhill, History, Art, and outdoors be sure not to miss this
event!
For more information or to sign-up go to the SPHT website at thornhillhistoric.org .

Membership has its Privileges
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Our neighbourhood is incredible lucky to have a number of very qualified and experienced gardeners who volunteer to help our members with all their gardening questions.
Contact Peter Cox to set a time for a FREE one hour consultation. Even if you have used this service previously you are welcome to call again. You can find more information on GARA’s website.
Ready to sign up? If you are already a member, contact Peter at 647 225-8963 or
pcox1@rogers.com Not sure if your membership is up to date or to join for the first time, contact Rhonda Duma 905 731-0284 or garamail@yahoo.ca

Thank you to our advertisers. Click on each ad for more information.
Please support them and let them know you learned about them in our newsletter
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This Election is Different
Over the years, we have talked about development plans that we knew would affect how we live
in our neighbourhood. We previously let residents know about World on Yonge, Landmark and
recently Zonix on Dudley Avenue. We understood and accepted that development was coming
and advocated to ensure the minimum impact on the liveability of our neighbourhood. We have
worked to provide constructive input into new developments and the upcoming secondary plan for
Yonge Street.
Recently, however, we have become more and more concerned about decisions made by the current provincial government and its agencies. Checks and balances to protect the environment and
ensure communities are consulted have been increasingly ignored or entirely curtailed. The decision to choose a subway route tunnelling under people’s homes in the Royal Orchard neighbourhood, opposed by both affected cities, was a taste of things to come.
At 6:30 pm on April 14th, the evening before Good Friday and
the beginning of Passover, the current provincial government
released announcements regarding developments planned on
lands on both sides of the 407, immediately north of us on
Yonge Street. These lands are owned by a political donor/
developer family that stands to make a fortune due to the province’s decision to override the municipal planning process.
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Both areas were already planned to be fully developed. The cities of Markham and Richmond Hill had thoughtful, detailed
plans in place. The provincial announcements override all citizen input and local planning.
The two centres will now house 80,000 people (the equivalent of the population of Newmarket) in
45.5 hectares (half the area of Exhibition Place in Toronto). At 175,000 people/km2, this new
zoning will make it the densest housing centre in the Western Hemisphere and the second densest
in the world, second only to the Dharavi slums of Mumbai. The zoning envisages 67 condo towers, 11 of which will be 80 storeys, taller than First Canadian Place’s 72 storeys. The setbacks for
these three towers have been set at only 1.5M from the road. Furthermore, reducing the previously planned employment opportunities will force more people onto our streets or the already
overburdened subway during rush hour. Urban planners across the GTA have concluded that
these centres will be unlivable.
Local residents associations are often accused of obstructing anything new and standing in the
way of needed housing opportunities. GARA has consistently recognized that, particularly with
the subway coming, more people should be able to come and live here. However, we are shocked
by the current provincial government’s approach of consistently overriding any local input and
legitimate concerns.
Never before has GARA commented on the specifics of an upcoming election. However the current situation is dire. As you decide how to vote in the upcoming provincial election, we ask that
think about voting for a party that is interested in sustainable growth, including parkland, 35%
affordable housing, employment opportunities, necessary schools and community centres, rather
than a party that mandates an unlivable, concrete jungle.
For more information regarding development issues in our area please watch the GARA website
page regarding redevelopment https://www.thornhillgara.com/huge-neighbourhood-changes-arecoming-to-grandview-neighbourhood/
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The Land On Which We Live
Most people, including those schooled in Canada, are unaware of our country’s actual history. Somehow we are taught that nothing worth studying happened only before European
settlers arrived. Recently the damage caused by that point of view has been starkly exposed
by the discovery of so many children’s graves surrounding former residential schools across
the country. We are hopefully living in a time of reconciliation. However, much of what we
have heard recently relates to other parts of Canada and feels remote from us.
Perhaps you have briefly imagined the European settlers who started coming to our area in
the late 1700s. We have heard stories of Yonge Street as the road used by their wagons taking them to claim their Crown Grants of 200 acres stretching a quarter of a mile along Yonge
Street and backing east and west to the
first Concessions at Bayview and
Bathurst Streets. Gradually there was a
coaching inn at Yonge and Steeles and
important water-powered mills near
John Street.
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But what came before? Unexpectedly,
building the new school on the E J
Sand site has helped answer some of
those questions. Archeologists spent
last summer discovering evidence of a
thriving Huron/Wendat community
right there, likely between 1350 and
1450 CE. Since the Huron/Wendat
people were farmers as well as hunters
and fishers, the village would have been lived in year-round and been surrounded by their
fields of corn, squash and beans. Multiple extended families related on the woman’s side
lived together in large bark-covered longhouses. Further analysis of the evidence found during the excavation will likely tell us even more.
We hope our territorial or land acknowledgement can be a small act of reconciliation acknowledging the traditional territory of the Indigenous people who have called the land
where our homes, schools and businesses stand, home for thousands of years before the arrival of settlers. As Alison Norman of Trent University and the Ontario Ministry of Indigenous
Relations and Reconciliation says “It encourages each of us to ask ‘How am I benefitting
from living on this land that is a traditional territory of Indigenous people?”
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A Tiny Forest of our Own
The two acre woodlot in Grandview Park will be the scene of so much excitement this
summer. Come, maybe bring your children or grandchildren and join the celebrations
sponsored by GARA and organized by Peter Cox. All the events are free but please register with Peter Cox, pcox1@ rogers.com or 647 225-8963.
Nature Themed Walks
On the last Sunday of each month (April-September), from 3 –
4:30 pm, highly qualified, volunteer leaders will share their
passion and knowledge for nature and forests. (Maximum of
30 people per nature walk).
Here are some of the planned events:
May 29 – Identifying trees and shrubs for beginners – Kyle
Berwick, Urban Arboretum Consulting, Burlington
June 26 - Introduction to forest plant ecology – Carolyn
Burke, Thornhill Horticultural Society
Check GARA’s website for the plans for July, August and
September.
Woodlot Tree and Shrub Planting (volunteer opportunity)
On June 5th from 1 - 4:00pm, we have the exciting opportunity to help plant hundreds of
trees and shrubs provided by City of Markham and LEAF. Experts will be there to help
residents learn how to plant well. Shovels and gloves will also be provided.

Garbage Day Made Simple
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Oh, NO! It’s garbage day! Or worse, Oh No, yesterday was garbage day. Do you struggle to
know what will be collected on which day or what goes in which bin? Do you look out on a
Tuesday evening and see you put out the wrong stuff and have to bring it back in?
Everything you need can be found at https://www.markham.ca/wps/portal/home/neighbourhoodservices/recycling-garbage.
You will find a one-page printable calendar for the whole year.
You can also set up personalized reminders to be sent to your
email, embedded in your calendar or even get a phone call the
day before.
In the same place, look for “What Goes Where?” Clicking on it
allows you to check exactly how to throw away almost anything.
Did you know that disposable coffee cups go in the green bin?

Thank you to our advertisers. Click on each ad for more information.
Please support them and let them know you learned about them in our newsletter.
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Adopt a Block Initiative
Our Grandview community is special! In order to keep our neighbourhood looking its best
we are asking for some help. Taking a lesson from the successful “adopt a highway” program, we would like to start an “adopt a block” initiative. We are looking for volunteers
to sign up for picking up litter/garbage on a street or part of a block of your choosing. It
could be done weekly, monthly, or just when out walking. The only equipment required
would be rubber gloves and a clear garbage bag. Volunteer on your own or with your
family or walking partner.
Come join us and help us keep our community looking great! Let us know what street or
part of a street you will volunteer to keep clean.
Email: Majda at jerry.ambrozic2@sympatico.ca

A Peek Behind the Garden Gate
We know we have some wonderful gardeners living in our area. Wouldn’t you love to get a
peek into their back gardens?
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Our chance is coming! This year on July 12th, 10:30am to 3:30pm, the Thornhill Garden and
Horticultural Society’s annual garden tour will centre around our neighbourhood. Tickets are
$10 Contact thornhillhort@live.com or call/text 647 527-6948 to order tickets.
More information, including local shops where tickets can be bought is available at
www.thornhillgardenhort.com.

Thank you to our advertisers. Click on each ad for more information.
Please support them and let them know you learned about them in our newsletter
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Message From Our Councillor
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Thank you for the opportunity to share this update with GARA members.

Update: Yonge North Subway Extension
On December 8, 2021, Metrolinx President and CEO, Phil Verster, issued a statement
that in response to feedback from the Royal Orchard community…
“…Metrolinx has refined plans for the subway extension that will result in deeper tunnels
and a route that travels under far fewer residential properties in the Royal Orchard community than the previous route. The changes mean the subway tunnels will follow a route that
travels mostly under Bay Thorn Drive wherever possible once they turn east from Yonge
Street to connect with the rail corridor. The previous route went under 40 homes and an
additional 23 properties, whereas the new route goes under 20 homes and 15 additional
properties.”
On April 21 Premier Ford confirmed a subway station at Royal Orchard has been added to
the project.
A little closer to home for GARA residents, the Steeles subway station will be located on
Yonge Street immediately south of Steeles Avenue in order to avoid a large diameter sanitary sewer that runs underground along the north side of Steeles.
Metrolinx has assured me that connecting entrances to the station from the northside of
Steeles in York Region can still be provided from each corner – northwest and northeast –
through pedestrian tunnels.
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Gypsy (“Spongy”) Moths Update
The city has taken aggressive steps these past several months to remove gypsy moth egg
masses from the first 15 feet of 28,000 city-owned trees on boulevards and in parks. Over
3,000 free burlap kits, to help protect our trees, have also been distributed to residents.
More information on what you can do to protect trees on your property this year can be
found at http://markham.ca/LDDMoth.
Get Your “Slow Down” Lawn Sign
Further to my last two newsletters delivered by Canada Post to all Ward 1 residences, I am
making available a Ward 1 “Slow Down” lawn sign to road-safety-conscious residents. The
demand for these free signs has been high so to avoid disappointment please let me know if
you’d like one as soon as possible by completing the form on markhamward1.ca. I will then
arrange delivery.
In the meantime, please slow down and watch out for children and other road users. Together, we can help avoid a tragedy.
Keith Irish
Councillor, Ward 1 Thornhill
City of Markham
905-948-5101
kirish@markham.ca

Grandview Area Residents Association (GARA)
Join GARA or renew your membership and be a part of the important work it does.

Click here to join electronically
or
Complete the form felow and deliver or mail it along with your payment to:
Majda Ambrozic 12 Almond Avenue Thornhill, Ontario L3T 1L1
Please check off the applicable box:
NEW MEMBERSHIP

RENEWAL

Date:___________________
Name:______________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________
E-mail addresses will not be used for any other purposes or shared outside of GARA .

Please share your issues and views on how we can best serve the community in the
space below:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
GARA always needs your help in our community. Please indicate how you can contribute:
Delivering Newsletters
Lobbying Markham Council
Various Committee Work (Traffic, etc.)

Organizing Social Events
Park and Woods Maintenance
Ice Rink Maintenance

Membership is $10.00 per household per year. Payment by cash, cheque, etransfer or
on-line is welcome. Please make cheques payable to Grandview Area Residents
Association

